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A disappointing chapter on acute leukaemia fails to emphasize the greatly improved outlook in acute lymphoblastic leukwmia, and the advice given on patient counselling will not find ready acceptance by the British physician.
This book cannot be recommended as a text for the medical student or intending medical oncologist, but is good value as a useful reference manual. It was a real pleasure to read this excellent book. Combined authorship by an experienced clinician in the field and an equally dedicated and enthusiastic pathologist has produced a book which fills the long-standing need for a clearly written authoritative book on this most important aspect of the total care of patients with spinal cord injury.
The whole book is written in a simple and very readable style and yet sets out in very adequate detail all that needs to be known by a clinician to achieve a very high standard of treatment of the urinary tract in paraplegia and tetraplegia. The bibliography and index are of the same high standard as the rest of the book. I think this will become the bible of all those clinicians who are faced with the care of such patients without previous experience. In addition the undoubted honesty ofreport and challengingly high standard of results will appeal to specialized workers in the field of paraplegia, and act as a stimulus. Great Britain it would be a useful reference library book, particularly at postgraduate medical centres. The index of suspicion is still not high enough in this country: I have seen cases of leprosy shown at meetings under incorrect diagnoses. To the dermatologist the range of differential diagnoses discussed is startling, e.g. tinea versicolor, elastosis perforans, follicular mucinosis; the suggestion that the latter condition can display slight anesthesia is new to me.
The immunology of leprosy has been unfolded over the last decade and is perhaps too briefly discussed in this volume. Thus the negative response to the Mitsuda test in control populations of nonendemic cities does not necessarily mean that the subject would never develop immunity to the bacillusthe living bacillus may well have antigens capable of sensitizing which the dead test antigen does not possess (Professor J Turk, personal communication).
Fewer colour illustrations and fewer pages on the historical aspect of leprosy, with more space devoted to clinical variants and management, would make the book more acceptable.
The stated aim of the authors is to enable patients with leprosy to return and remain under the care of their primary practitioner, which I take it means general practitioner. In this country this would be impracticable and undesirable. On the first count the book serves its purpose well in that it gives a comprehensive and readable account of the physiology and biochemistry of the body fluids. The section on fluid disturbances in infancy and childhood is especially good. On the other hand the account of nitrogen sources for use in intravenous feeding is patchy, there being no clear explanation of the difference between the amino acid preparations available or of their relative efficacy.
As a guide to the practical management of fluid and electrolyte problems the text is, in some instances, less satisfactory. Thus, only two and a half pages are devoted to the management of intestinal fistula, and what there is does not reflect current methods. There is no mention of the use of total parenteral nutrition or elemental diets in healing fistulb, and modern appliances have largely obviated the need for aluminium pastes and barrier creams.
Although generally the information in the book is an accurate reflection of current thought, it is surprising to find the Trendelenburg position still recommended in the management of shock, when numerous studies have shown it to be both
